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For a long time the. Commissioners of Emigration 
had been desirous of erecting an additional .hospital on 
Ward's Island to accommodate the constantly increasing 
number of patients. This necessity became urgent when, 
more than a year ago, the surgical wards at the north 
end of the Island were transferred to the use of the 
typhus fever patients. For the reception of the surgical 
patients, " it was determined," in the language of the last 
Keport, " to erect farther south a large and commodious 
structure of brick, composed of from three to five sep- 
erate pavilions of two stories, and which might be in- 
definitely extended when necessity required hereafter, to 
embrace all the recent improvements here and in Europe, 
and to combine with these acknowledged advantages of 
the plan, whatever conveniences the old system of large 
Hospitals might have, by uniting all by a broad corridor 
in the rear, sufficient for the use of convalescent patients, 
as well as for communication between the parts of the 
establishment, without at all affecting the perfect insula- 
tion of the several wards in all material respects." 

Accordingly, at a regular meeting of the Board on 
the 26th of August, 1863, it was " Resolved : That the 
President and Messrs. Curtiss, Huist, Purdy, and Car- 
RiGAK be a Committee to procure proper plans for a 



Nightingale Hospital to be erected on "Ward's Island, 
sufficient for 250 beds, with estimate of cost of the same, 
including suitable heating and ventilating apparatus." 

At a meeting of the Board on the 4th of Nov., 1863, 
the Committee having reported the result of their labors, 
the following Resolution offered by Commissioner Low 
was, on motion of Commissioner Caebigan, adopted : 
" Resolved : That the plans of anew Hospital Building on 
Ward's Island drawn by John W. Ritch be referred 
back to the Committee, and that power be granted to the 
Committee before appointed (to procure the drawings) to 
enter into contracts for said building, when the -plans are 
fully approved, at such time as they may deem to be 
for the interest of this Commission, and upon the best 
terms obtainable from responsible mechanics, and mean- 
time that the Report of the Committee just read be 
accepted." 

On the 30th of December, 1863, the plans referred 
to were, after careful examination, adopted unanimously 
by the Board, and the sum of $15654'72 appropriated for 
this object.* On the 16th of June, 1864, the contracts 
for the mason and carpenter work were made, and the 
foundation commenced on the 20th of the same month. 

The preliminaries having been thus satisfactorily ad- 
justed, the ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the 
new edifice was appointed to take place on Wednesday, 
the 10th of August, 1864, at 3 o^clock, p. m. At 2 
o'clock in the afternoon of the appointed day, the Gov- 
ernment steamer Heney Bueden, the use of which was 
kindly granted by Geiteeal Dix, left Castle Garden, 
having on board the Commissioners and a number of 

* In consequence of the recent rise in the cost of labor and building 
materials, the sum was afterwards by an additional appropriation increased 
to $800,000, which amount, it is hoped, will cover the entire outlay. 



distinguislied guests, specially invited to assist at so 
memorable an event. 

After a short but pleasant trip the company arrived 
at the Island, and repaired to the spot where the stone 
was to be laid — ^the northeast corner of the middle 
pavilion. At 3 o'clock, p. m., the meeting was called to 
order by Commissioner Cyrus Cubtiss, and the proceed- 
ings were formally opened with the recitation of a part of 
the 146th Psalm : 

Psalm cxlvi. 

BLESSED is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, and whose 
hope is in the Lord his God : 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that therein is ; who 
keepeth his promise for ever ; 

6 Who helpeth them to right that suffer wrong ; who feedeth the 
hungry. 

7 The Loud looseth men out of prison ; the Lord giveth sight to 
the blind. 

8 The Lord helpeth them that are fallen ; the Lord careth for the 
righteous. 

9 The Lord careth for the strangers ; he defendeth the fatherless 
and widow : as for the way of the ungodly, he turneth it upside down. 

10 The Lord thy God, Sion, shall be King for evermore, and 
throughout all generations. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost ; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen, 

The Rev. T. M. Petees then pronounced the following 
prayers : 

Leit ns pray. 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we for- 
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation ; 
But deliver us from evil. Amen, 
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OLORD, who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are 
nothing worth ; Send thy Holy Ghost, and pour into our hearts that 
most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all virlues, 
without which whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant this 
for thine only Son Jesus Christ's sake. Amen, 

OLORD, through whom alone any purposes of good can be brought 
to pass, be pleased to look with favor upon this work of mercy, 
which we humbly desire to begin in thy name. Prosper it, we beseech 
thee, with thy especial blessing. Bring it to a successful end. Unless 
thou. Lord, build the house, their labor is in vain that build it. Here 
deign thou to build the house — and to thy name be the praise and 
thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSED be thy name, Lord, that thou hast put it into the hearts of 
thy servants to purpose this good work, and that they have now put 
forth their hands to its fulfilment. Blessed^be thy name that here shall 
be open a house of healing for the sick and needy. Let nothing hinder 
this design from coming to full effect. Bless the means that shall be 
used in its accomplishment. Give iojM who are concerned in it unity 
of purpose, singleness of intention, unwearied ^^benevolence, and zeal 
according to knowledge. Endue with wisdom, skill, and fidelity thy 
servants, the physicians and surgeons, who shall here apply their healing 
art ; and to those who shall administer the balm of thy gospel to the 
diseased and stricken of sin, grant that they may be true physicians of 
souls. Grant that the sick who shall be brought hither may go forth 
glorifying thee, the Giver of life and health. May all who go hence to 
be no more seen, depart in peace. Finally, we ask thy blessing upon all 
who labor in the erection of this building. Guard them from danger to 
life and limb. Grant that this work, being hindered by no evil accident, 
may be carried forward to its completion; so that, in due time, this 
house may be ready for the guests whom thou shalt send to be par- 
takers of thy blessings therein : for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
our most blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen, 

DIRECT us, Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious favor, 
and further us with thy continual help ; that in all our works begun, 
continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy Name : and 
finally by thy mercy obtain everlasting life ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



OGOD, our refuge and strength, who art the author of all godliness; 
Be ready, we beseech thee, to hear the devout prayers of thy 
people ; and grant that those things which we ask faithfully we may 
obtain effectually ; through Jesus Christ our Lobb. Amen, 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amerc, 

At the conclusion of the prayers, the President of the 
Commission, Hon. Gulian C. Verplanck, delivered the 



following 



ADDEESS. 



" Fellow-citizens : — On behalf of the people of the 
State of New York, of whom the Commissioners of 
Emigration are the agents and trustees for one of the 
many wise and beneficent provisions for the relief of 
distress, enacted in this State — on behalf of the people 
of this State, I bid you welcome. 

" You have met here to witness the foundation of a 
hospital edifice, to be a portion of the State Emigrant 
Hospital. 

"This, it is trusted, will eminently promote the benev- 
olent objects for which this Commission and the system 
that they administer were instituted. 

" It is now more than sixteen yeara since the Legis- 
lature of- New York enacted a carefully considered and 
wisely framed system for the relief of the injuries and 
evUs under which alien emigrants arriving at this port 
were then constantly suffering. That system has since 
been modified as circumstances required or experience 
suggested, but its principle and its main provisions re- 
main unaltered, whilst its operations and effects have 
swelled to a magnitude far beyond any expectation of its 
framers. Since May, 1847,* about three millions of 

* " Since May, 1847. — ^The number of emigrants who landed in this port 
from May, 1847, to Dec. 81st, 1864, is 3,153,894." 



alien emigrants have landed in this port, seeking in this 
land relief from tlie evils wliicli ttey had esperienced or 
had reason to dread, in the land of their birth. Abont 
one-tliird of this number Lave received aid from this 
Commission in temporary relief, advances to forward 
them to the place of their destination, or in care and 
support, either in local institntions and those of towns and 
counties of this State, but at the charge of the funds 
held by the Commission, or in the hospitals and emi- i 
grant refuge of the Commission itself. Of that number ' 
the hospital and refuge under the immediate charge of j 
the Commission show on their records the care and treat- 
ment of about 200,000 cases of disease or injury, many 
of them of the most serious nature. 

" It is no slight evidence of the wisdom of this system 
that it has been nearly self-supporting, and that, too, 
without any serious burden on those who contiib'nte to 
its support. I 

" The Commissionera have always been happy to 
acknowledge that much of the efficiency and economy 
with which the Emigrant Fund has been administered ia 
mainly due to the judicious provisions of the law by 
which th.at fund was always limited in amount in pro- 
portion to the number entitled to receive its benefits. 

" But, fellow-citizens, the special occasion on which 
we are now assembled ia one intimately connected with 
the former history of this Institution, as well as, we trust, 
destined to be memorable in its future history. 

"There is no branch of practical sanitary science 
which, daring the past few years, has been more strikingly 
and more rapidly developed and improved, than the 
construction of hospital edifices, and their supply with 
aids and appendages conducive to the comfort and re- 
coveryof their inmates. It ia within a very few years 
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in the present century that those to whom had been con- 
fided the care of great sanitary establishments have been 
dnly impressed with the truth, shown alite by experience 
and by scientific investigation, that proper arrangementa 
for fresh air, exposure to light, liberal auppli^ of water 
for baths and every other porpoae of cleanliness and 
comfort, thorough sewerage, such arrangement and sep- 
aration of the buildings and their wards as will prevent 
the spreading of infection, together ■with other appliances, 
now forming the most valuable part of modern arehi- 
tectural skill, when combined with competent profes- 
sional science, can produce results in the comfort of pa- 
tients and the cure of disease beyond the most sanguine 
medical calculations of former days, and which the highest 
medical and surgical science alone, and not thus aided, 
could never have achieved. 

" The pious Hberality of former times had reared 
throughout Europe numerous hospitals and poor-houses 
for the reception of the diseased and miserable. 

" Many of these still in use are spacious and solid 
buUdings, some of them magnificent in extent and archi- 
tecture, but they were all deficient in the important 
particulars which I have just mentioned. It was the in- 
evitable consequence of such defects that these charitable 
establishments often generated within their own walls, 
and sometimes spread widely abroad, as much and as fatal 
disease as they relieved. The advance of sanitary know- 
ledge gradually introduced many valuable ameliorations in 
these buildings as to cleanliness, ventilation, and comfort, 
yet all of them continued to suffer more or less, some of 
them very greatly, from tlie radical defects of their 
original construction. It is honorable to the acienco of 
France that more than seventy years ago these essential 
defects of the Paris hospitals were clearly shown in an 
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official report to government, and a plan of construction 
of all new hospitals was recommended. This was per- 
fectly calculated to remove the most pressing evils of 
former charitable foundations, and anticipated the essential 
features of the plan now universally approved by en- 
lightened science. Still it was wanting in many impor- 
tant arrangements, the value of which has been indica- 
ted and confirmed by later experience. That report 
was approved by the existing government in the earlier 
years of the French revolution ; but it remained on paper 
on the official files for sixty years, until the latter years 
of Louis Philippe, when the H&pital Larihoisiere was 
built upon this plan. That hospital is now pronounced 
by the highest authorities of France to be that which 
most fully embodies the requisites of a good hospital. 
Its reports, however, indicate that its results do not fulfil 
all the beneficent ends of which its plan seems capable. 
This appears to arise from the want of proper sew:erage 
as well as from imperfections in the mode of heating and 
ventilating. There can be no stronger evidence than that 
thus afforded, that the success and efficiency of every 
large sanitary establishment must depend upon proper 
attention to many particulars — some perhaps secondary 
in themselves, but in the aggregate of such influence 
that the highest scientific and architectural excellence 
cannot compensate for their neglect, 

" Within the last four or five years, the attention of 
philanthropists of Great Britain, among whom I must not 
omit the honored name of Florence Nightingale,* has 

* " Florence Kightingalb and the Defects of the Hospitals of 
Gbeat Beitain." — ^Florence Nightingale was among the earliest, if not the 
very first in Great Britain, as she was the ablest and most efficient, in the great 
reform. Her clear common sense and the practical sagacity with which she 
presented her views, give additional weight to the just authority due to her 
varied and wide personal experience and eminent services to humanity. These 
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been called to the manifest great defects of very many 
of their public sanitary establishments, and the imperfec- 
tion of all of them. The Royal Sanitary Commission 
reported in 1863 that they had entirely * condemned 
one hundred and fourteen hospitals, and one hundred 
and' sixty.two military barracks, aU of which they say 
were so planned as to produce a large increase of disease 
and death ; ' they urge the early erection of new build- 
ings, ' constructed as they say upon new principles,' and 
they insist upon ' communication with the outer air by 
windows on opposite sides as absolutely necessary, and 
that the largest extent possible of surface should be ex- 
posed to suulight.' 

" On the continent of Europe, especially in France, 
Germany, Holland, and Belgium, all the new hospitals are 
now built after this plan ; and several very large and 
excellent establishments have been built or commenced 
within a very few years, in place of the large hospitals 
built many years ago on the old system. 

views she presented in fall in her admirable and fearless work — ITotes on 
Hospitals, London, 4to, 1859. Its merit was not only in the mass of valu- 
able facts which it contained, but in the fearless spirit with which it pointed 
out gross defects, some of them doubtless connected with personal interests, 
or old establish ed reputations, and others with the prejudices or preposses- 
sions of benevolent individuals. In this work she asserts, and proves^ that 
there was not at that time a single hospital in Great Britain which, in its in- 
terior disposition, its site, &c., at all fulfilled the conditions of hygiene and 
salubrity needed for the cure of disease. She denounces the construction of 
many as " detestable," and censures unsparingly some of those erected within 
a few years, as the Victoria Hospital at Netley and those of the Medical Fac- 
ulties of the University College and of King's College, London, where one 
might e2q)ect to find the best results of science and experience. 

Dr. Oppert, of the Medical Faculty of the University of Berlin, also de- 
serves special honor as a powerful and efficient laborer in tbis noble reform 
in Germany. He travelled throughout Europe with the special object of the 
study of Hospital construction and management, and presented to his coun- 
trymen the fruits of his observations in an able and very complete work pub- 
lished at Berlin in 1859. 



"Let due honor he paid to the science and philan- 
thropy of Europe. In that glorioua brotherhood there 
rawet be no national jealousies or prejudices. 

" But in this special matter — one interesting to 
science, and coming home to the judgment and feelings 
of the friends of man — we are not the tame imitators of 
Europe, the mere pupils of her teaching, the followers 
of her light. • We can boldly claim that the improved 
system of hospital construction, of which we trust now to 
rear a new and improved example, is, practically, with us, 
the result of our own erpeiieace and observation, and 
those of our professional advisBra, and was actually first 
carried into extensive and successful execution in the 
hospitals of the Commission. 

" In the early years of this Commission, in 1848 and 
1849, a number of long wooden buildiuga for hospital 
purposes, each containing but one or two wards, and 
every one widely separated from the next one, were 
built on this island and at the Quarantine (then under 
the management of this Commission) for the reception of 
the great number of patients, far exceeding all previous 
calcnlafion. 

'' These buildings, some of which are still standing on 
this island within your view, were built in haste, under 
the pressure of immediate necessity, and with very limit- 
ed means. They were quite deficient in many respects, 
but they were built upon the right principle, and ex- 
perience quickly demonstrated the value of that princi- 
ple. 

" Thus the Commissioners were led to build, as soon 
as practicable, more durable insulated hospitals upon 
what has since been termed in England 'the pavilion 
plan.' We did not give it the name, though we were 
the first to carry it into execution, and care was taken to 
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provide every needed appendage that would promote 
the health or comfort of patients. 

*' These plain, unpretending brick buildings which 
you see on this island, some of a single story, others of 
two stories, have received several thousand patients since 
the first four were erected in 1852. The results of prac- 
tice in those buildings were most happy. 

" I will not speak of the ability or attention of our 
surgeons or physicians. Their labors will speak for 
themselves. But their skill and fidelity were powerfully 
assisted by the improved though simple plan of the hos- 
pitals, by the complete insulation of each ward from all 
danger from infection from abroad, by the ample space 
of open ground around and near to the buildings, by 
effective sewerage or drainage of the hospitals and the 
grounds about them, and by the abundant supply and 
free use of excellent water, without stint, without failure, 
and without labor — a constant and abundant supply, un- 
surpassed by any sanitary institution in the world, and 
much superior to those of any of the hospitals of Paris 
oi London. 

"I will not waste words which might sound like 
those of self-praise on behalf of this Commission, but I 
must not refrain from referring to one statistical fact. 
Some elaborate and able works on the construction, 
management, and statistics of public hospitals have re- 
cently appeared in Paris and Berlin. These furnish, 
with much other matter of great value, the statistics of 
admission, discharges, deaths in the hospitals, in Paris 
and its neighborhood. While another valuable French 
official report in 1863, from high professional authority, 
presents a candid and minute comparison between the 
hospitals of London and those of Paris. 

" Now from these data the last annual report of 
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this Commission has presented a comparison of the ratio 
of mortality here and that prevailing in the hospitals 
of the two greatest capitals of the civilized world.* This 

* " OOMPAEISON OP THE EaTIO OP MoETALITY AND 0uEE8 AT WaBD'S 

Island and those of Hospitals in Eueope." — The Annaal Report of this 
Oommission for 1863, gives the following statements drawn from the high- 
est oflBcial anthority. . The aggregate rates of mortality in all the general 
hospitals of Paris, receiving all classes of diseases, are thus stated in the excel- 
lent work of M. Husson — " Etude sur les H6pitaux," 4to, Paris, 1862 : 

Surgical. Medical 

1340 to 1S49 inclasive, yearly average 5.85 12.89 

1850tol86» - 6.11 12.94 

1860 6.46 12.63 

1861 6.T2 14.21 

In the special hospitals in and near Paris, for special classes of cases, as 
for lying-in women, diseases of children, venereal cases, fevers, diseases of 
the eyes, where a much smaller proportion of deaths might be expected, yet 
the ratio is still above that shown in the Eeports of the Oommission for 
several years : 

Special Hospitals of Paris. Surgical. " Medical. 

1 840 to 1849 inclasi ve, yearly average 4.63 8.09 

1850tol859 " 4. 10.26 

1860 4.19 11.88 

1861 4.29 12.62 

As the rate of mortality in the Ward's Island Hospitals was increased in 
1862 and 1863 above the usual average by the unusual number of cases of 
malignant fevers from shipboard, in order to present a fair comparison of the 
results of the practice in that establishment with those of the hospitals in 
Europe above stated, it will be proper to present a summary of the ratios of 
mortality for the last five years in the Surgical and the Medical departments 
of the Hospitals proper on Ward's Island, on all cases treated: 

Surgical. Medical. 

3a^9 1.05 4.85 

1860 1.60 4.91 

1861 2.48 6.78 

1862 0.58 8.50 

1868 1.14 8.66 

The hospitals of London are mostly independent corporations, not subject, 
like those of France, to general Government regulations, and managed on 
diflferent plans from each other. In their able and interesting report, MM. 
Blondell and Lerothe, two eminent French professional men of science, who 
examined the London hospitals in 1862, by an ofStial appointment, after a 
full and candid comparison of the relative superiority and inferiority of each 
city in this respect, say, in regard to the statistics of cures and deaths, that it 
was impossible to present an accurate comparison, from the want of uni- 
formity in the reports of the several hospitals, the incompleteness of some, 



15 

comparison shows the most decided superiority in the 
ratio of deaths and of cases in these . unpretending brick 
buildings on Ward's Island over the proportions which 
appear to eidst in the great and time-honored hospitals 
of London and Paris. This superiority is as great as it 
was unexpected. I will only add that during the period 
for which our statistics are presented these hospitals re- 
ceived numerous cases of malignant diseases from ship- 
board, and very many serious cases requiring the gravest 
and most delicate operations, I must refer you to the 
report of 1863 for the precise figures. 



and other causes ; yet they present the following conclusion, which they sup- 
port hy the comparison of the returns of several of the principal hospitals in 
both cities : " Making all the fair allowances for causes which must affect the 
comparison, such as the proportion of surgical cases, the exclusion of in- 
curable and other maladies, of venereal cases, and other circumstances, we 
can claim with confidence a rate of mortality decidedly lower on the side of 
the establishments of Paris." 

If this be substantially correct, or even near the correct result, it is a 
gratifying fact that the reports of the Commission have for some years shown 
a decidedly better ratio of cures and of mortality than can be claimed for the 
hospitals of either of the great centres of European civilization. 

M. Husson, in his great and useful work on the construction, man- 
agement, and hygiene of hospitals, supports this conclusion by a tabular 
comparison of the results of practice in the eight great hospitals of Paris 
for seven years, from 1854 to 1861, with those of Guy's Hospital, the 
largest in London, for the same period. The result of those seven years in 
the Paris Hospitals, on 432,288, gives a rate of mortality of 13.02 on the 
medical side, and of 6.48 in the surgical department. The practice of Guy's 
Hospital, during the same period, on 82,300 patients, exhibits a proportion 
of deaths in the medical wards of 14.08, and on the surgical side, whore the 
patients were nearly twice, as numerous, of 5.38. 

The comparison of these statistics with those of the Pavilion Emigrant 
Hospitals on Ward's Island above given, is certainly striking. It is proper 
also to add, that the Emigrant Hospitals receive all who are required and are 
entitled to admission and need medical or surgical care, without the restric- 
tion, common in many other institutions, that only cases admitting of prob- 
able cure or relief should be admitted, and those manifestly incurable wholly 
excluded. Those merely bed-ridden are received, not in the hospitals, but in 
the Befuge, 



" Since tlie erection of the insulated brick hospitals 
here, the same principle has been applied in many parts 
of the United States, and in several hospitals which are 
not yet completed. The United States military hospitals 
erected within the last three years are constructed on 
this principle, more or less fully carried out. The chief 
ones for this service, though built of less durable material 
than we shall use, are excellent in their arrangements and 
appliances. 

" There are also several others in this country, lately 
buOt or about to be built, presenting this plan, variously 
modified. 

" The building that we are now about to erect is in- 
tended for a surgical hospital, combining all the advan- 
tages of entirely insulated pavilion structm'es, with the m 
conveniences of a single large edifice, by the connectioB- 1 
of the otherwise insulated wards by a corridor in the 
rear. Its present plan is sufficient in size for our im- 
mediate requirements, but it is susceptible of indefinite 
extension without the slightest alteration of the original 
plan. 

"A succinct account of the proposed building has 
been prepared, and will be read for your information. 

" Thb edifice is to be erected of brick, with double 
walls. Brick thus applied U probably the best material 
for hospital construction, as to durability, dryness, and 
security against deleterious influences, although it is less 
imposing in its external effect than the massive stone 
walls of the hospitals of the Old World. The com- 
mand of above a hundred acres on this island about this 
building affords ample space for the location of all the 
buildings belonging to the Ward's Island establishment, 
and then' entire separation from each other, with perfect 
freedom of all from any noxious influence from without, 
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and wide space for free air and exercise for convalescents. 
The site of this hospital has been selected witli care as 
to ite soil and exposure. Besides the natural advantage 
of a dry soil, a very thorough drainage and sewerage 
of the grounds carries off rapidly all deleterious refuse 
matter, while an effectual system of ventilation will ex- 
pel the foul gases generated within. In this last re- 
spect great reliance is of 'course placed on external ven- 
tilation by windows, for which this mode of construction 
is peculiarly adapted. Chimneys with open iire-places 
will be in every ward. These afford a ventUation so effi- 
cient, that in England it has been strongly urged that no 
other is needed. 

" But the severity of our winters renders necessary 
with us some additional means of warmth diffused 
through the wards, and therefore a system of warm-air 
ventilation heated by steam ia added throughout. 

" I must add that it is by no means designed to aban- 
don the unconnected brick buildings which have render- 
•ed such efficient public service for a number of years. 
From their situation aa well as their construction, they 
are peculiarly well fitted for the insulation of infectious 
diseases and the classification of patients, the number of 
whom must hereafter be much increased in consequence 
of recent changes in the quarantine laws. 

" And now, fellow-citizens, let us proceed to the grate- 
ful duty of laying the corner-stone of an edifice which it 
ia humbly trusted may long endure as a monument of 
the wise and humane legislation of our noble State, re- 
ceiving and relieving for many generations the destitute 
and diseased atranger." 

At the conclusion of the address, the President took 
the trowel and proceeded to lay the corner-stone. This 
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was a block of solid granite about 5 feet square, having 
in the top a cavity in which' was inserted a leaden bos 
containing the following documents : 

The daily and other newspapers of New York. 

Reporta of the Commiasionera of Emigration from 
their organization, May 5th, 1847, to December 31, 1863. 

Act of Incorporation, 

Reporta of the Emigrants' Savings Bank from Septem- 
ber, 1850, to December 31, 1863. 

Plans and specifications of buildings. 

Corporation Manual of New York for 1863. 

Corporation Manual of Brooklyn for 1863. 

After the stone was adjusted in its place, the Presi- 
dent struck it with the trowel three times, and said : I lay 
this ooRNEK-STONE of a Buildiug to be erected in this place 
to be known as " The State Emigrant Hospital." 

Mr. Casserlt, the General Agent, then read a list of 
the documents deposited and a description of the new 
building ; after which the " Gloria in Excelsis " was sung 
by a portion of the choir of Trinity Chapel of New York: 
The ceremonies were closed with the following benedic- 
tion pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Petehs in the absence 
of the Vicar General of this diocese. Very Rev. Wiluam 
Staerb, who had been invited to attend, but was unavoid- 
ably prevented from being present ; 

Benediction at dose of exerciset. 

THE peaae of G!od, which paaseth all understanding, keep your hearta 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesua 
Christ our Lord : And the BLeesmg of God Almightj, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holj Ghost, be amongst yoa, and remain with you always. 
Amm. 

At the conclusion the Commissioners and guests re- 
tired to the house of the superintendent of the island, Mr. 
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James P. Fagan, where a collation had been prepared. 
After the cloth was removed, 

Mr. Verplakck, as President, proposed as the first 
toast: 

" The Executive of the State of New York." 

He said that in proposing" this toagt he did not mean 
to confine it to the eminent and able man who now filled 
that station- From him indeed thig Commission and the 
great trusts committed to them ha<^l received unvarying 
kindness and sympathy, and constant official aid in carry- 
ing out their great objects. But the Executive of the 
State, in whatever hands its powers had been during the 
existence of our present system of emigrant relief, had 
proved itself the wise and useful friend of this beneficent 
system. Above all other services, it was due to them 
that, amidst the contests of changing parties, this Com- 
mission had been left out of the vortex of political strife 
and the influences of party patronage. 

The Commissioners had hoped for the presence of 
some of these distinguished citizens on this occasion, to 
express to them personally their own thanks and the 
gratitude of those whose interests were intrusted to 
them. From Governors Setmour and Morgan" messages 
had been received, expressing their regret at necessary 
absence, and warm sympathy. 

Notes had been received from Governors Hunt and 
King to the same efiect. All of them during their 
several terms had been kind and warm and wise trieuds. 
In this broad and comprehensive sense he proposed to 
drink " The Executive of the State of New York." 

Mr. Verplanok's toast in compliment to the Execu- 
tive of New York having been responded to by Senator 
MuKGER, Hon. J. V. L. Pruyn was called on to follow 
him, and said : 



I presume, Mr. Chairman, that I ara called on to 
follow the Honorable Senator who has just epoken 
for the reason that I waa recently a member of the 
body you so highly complimented. In the discharge of 
my Senatorial duties, I always sought to act in the most 
liberal spirit towards our charitable and benevolent In- 
stitutions, believing this, apart fix)m other considerations, 
to be required by a proper regard for the interests and 
honor of the State, 

In establishing the Board of Emigrant Commissioners, 
the Legislature acted with a wise foresight and from 
highly commendable considerations of regard for those 
who, coming to us from distant pai4;3 of the world, need, 
the moment they arrive, that protection and aid which 
the authority of the State can aloue afford. To-day this 
Board, in a spirit of philanthropy which deserves the 
warmest praise, has laid the corner-stoue of an Institu- 
tion, the only one, I believe, of its kind in existence. In ■ 
all civilized conntries we find hospitals for the sick and 
the diseased of their own population — but here one is 
founded for the sole benefit of the foreigner as soon as 
be touches our soU — before he has acquired a home with 
ns, and even before we know tliat he will remain with us. 
And in no other country is such an establishment needed. 
Our free institutions, our rich soil, and the ample rewards 
attendant upon labor, bring to us people from many parts 
of the world, who come here to share in the abundant 
gifts which a bountiful Providence has conferred upon us. 
Other couuti'ies have no such tide of emigi-ation coming 
to their shores. The British Colonies have limited acces- 
sions to their numbei's from the parent countiy ; but with 
lis it is a broad, deep stream, made up of contributions 
from all parts of the world. What feelings of gratitude 
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must rise in the breast of the wandering and homeless 
stranger who finds such ample provision made for his 
comfort ; how deeply it will impress him with the charac- 
ter of onr people and of our institutions I I do not forget 
that a heavy cloud is hanging over ns — that a terrible 
struggle is going on in oitr country, at a feai-ful cost of 
blood and treasure. But let us trast that the Almighty 
in the providence of his goodness will soon disperse 
the darkness which surrounds us, and that the intelli- 
gence of a restored Union and peace may go forth to 
every part of the world, giving renewed encouragement 
to the suffering and the oppressed, wherever they may ' 
be, to make our country their refuge and their home. 

I was about to say somewhat more, but I feel, Mr. 
Chairman, I have had my full share of your time for such 
an occasion, and I therefore forbear. 

(Calls of " go on," " go on," were made from all parts 
of the room, when Mr. Prdtn proceeded.) 

Mr. Chairman, let me ignore your presence while I 
say a few words in regard to the Commissioner of Emi- 
gration, They have all rendered valuable services in 
the discharge of their duties, which are oftentimes 
laborious, and frequently vexatious and disagreeable. 
But I leave it to others who are better acquainted with 
this than I am to speak more fully on the subject. What 
I specially wish is to refer to the character and services 
of the distinguished and venerable Chairman of the 
Commission, whose labors have contributed so largely 
to the successful operation of the Board. 

Hia ability as a writer brought him prominently 
before the public in years long gone by, and his services 
in various pubhc offices and trusts for half a century past, 
the duties of all which he has discharged with the 
highest integrity and fidelity, have earned for him the 



confidence and esteem of his fellow-citizens to a degree 
rarely accorded to any person. His honorable career 
of usefulness in Congi-ess, his faithful discharge of duty 
while a meml)e% of the Senate, hia eminence as a jurist, 
in the broadest sense of the term, displayed while a 
member of the highest court of our State, the lai^ 
share of Lis time which, especially of late years, he has 
given to vawous benevolent and other pubUc Institntions — 
all these combined have given to his position as President 
of the Emigrant Commission a weight of influence and 
character which has commanded for the Board the en- 
■• tire confidence of our State authoiities, as well as that 
of our whole community. May he have yet many years 
of prolonged activity and usefulness ! I am sure that 
you all heai-tily join with me in wishing for him all the 
happiness that life can give. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, having finished what I had 
to say to others present, let me again acknowledge your 
jurisdiction, and add but a few words more. I wish to 
allude to a gentleman present, seated near yon (I mean 
Mr. Weed), who has uniformly taken a warm interest 
in the results of your Commission, which fi'om the out- 
set has had his active sympathy and cooperation. I am 
sure that no pei-son present has been more gratified with 
the success of its labors, and that this occasion is to him 
one of great pleasure and satisfaction. 

I propose to the company the health of the President 
and other members of the Board of Emigration Com- 
missioners. Their faithful and efficient discharge of duty 
is cordially recognized by their fellow'-citizeDS. 



Mr. Pbtjtn's toast and repeated calls elicited from 
Thitilow Weed, I^q., the following response : 

Me. Chairman and Gentlemen : — I shall but feebly 



express in language my thanks for the honor of being 
■ remembered on this occasion, or for the cordial unanimity 
with which the sentiment was received. 

The occasion is one of profound interest. "We have 
witnessed the commencement of an edifice devoted to 
progressive humanity ; and we have listened to the elo- 
quent address of the honored President of the Emigrant 
Boai'd of Commissioners. Retiring " from labor to refresh- 
ment," and leaving this noble structure to rise magic-like, 
amongst the kindest Institutions, which, while affording 
protection and instruction to the stranger orphan, fer- 
tilize and adorn these islands, allow me to recall the cir- 
cumstances and necessities that led to the creation of the 
Board of Emigrant Commissioners, 

Twenty-five years ago, when the tide of emigration 
began to set strongly westward, emigrants became the 
prey of rapacious emigrant shippers, " runners," boarding- 
house keepers, and canal-boat captains. The evil grew 
rapidly, and soon became intolerable. Families were 
frequently plundered of all the money they possessed, 
and left to the charity of the city. Young and friendless 
females coming from abroad, to find their fiiends, or seek- 
ing employment, were not unfrequently outraged. 

For an eftbrt made in my Journal to reform thrae 
great wrongs I encountered the combined hostihty of the 
"scalpers;" was threatened with personal assault, and 
deluged with libel suits. On one oeeaaion I was re- 
quired to appear, on the same day, before seven magis- 
trates, in seven different and distant towns. 

In the mean time the rohberies of emigrants threw a 
heavy bm-den upon the city of New York, whose then 
organization for the support of emigrant poor through 
Alms-house Commissionera was not only defective, but 
assumed a political character. 
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Failing iu all other efforts to check this growing and 
crying injustice to strangers, I determined to try what 
"virtue there was" in legislation. A bill was passed, 
moderately increasing the commutation, or " head money," 
and providing for the appointment of Commissioners. 
Its introduction brought not only the " scalpers " but the 
Alms-house Commissioners to Albany. Unable to arrest 
its progress, they invited, successfully, the aid of the Com- 
mon Council, whose committee repaired to Albany. By 
this time, the question had assumed a party aspect, the 
Emigrant "head money," in the bauds of the _fUms-house 
Commissioners, being an element of patronage and power. 
Fortunately, among the Aldermen who went to oppose 
the Bdl, was my then, and ever friend, Thomas McEl- 
EATH, who, upon ascertaining the objects contemplated 
by the bUl, gave it his earnest support. Happily, by 
this time, many Democratic members, as the real charac- 
ter of the question developed, rose above all party con- 
siderations. Prominent in this category, stood the then 
Lieutenant Governor of the State, and President of the 
Senate, Addison Gardinee, and John E. Develin, 
Esq., then in the Assembly. I must, however, confess iu 
reference to the latter gentleman, that the mental strug- 
gle which finally gave justice and humanity the mastery 
over Tammany Hall, was protracted if not doubtful. 

Another leading Democrat came eirly to my relief, 
and remained with me during the conflict. This was 
Andrew Carrigan. And here again I must stop to con- 
fess, that either the effort to protect his countrymen, or 
the incidental jwlitical associations of that day, cost him 
his position in his pai'ty, for he has been training with 
us, doing yeoman's duty, ever since. 

After the bill passed the Assembly, the Common 
Council called a public meeting in this city to denounce It. 
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Mr. CAERia,\N came promptly with, mp froir 
Albany. Upon reaching the city, we fouad that Alder- I 
man Wm. V. Brady was to preside, and that several | 
distinguiehed gentlemen had been invited to apeak I 
against the bill. I cannot remember all, thougli I be-- 
lieve that Charles O'Conoe, and the late Ex-Recorder J 
MoERis, and I know that JoHif McKeom", were among 1 
them. Thehnef wtei-valwasnot lost. The late Arch- 1 
bishop Hdghes, always ready in the cause of humanity, 1 
acted with ns. I visited Alderman Beadt, Mr. McKeon, 
O. W. Beennah, Ac, while the Archbishop and Mr. 
Carkigan were bnsy in other directions. The meeting i 
assembled. It was large and respectable. The Chair- f 
man was with ns, three of the iive speakers " who came to \ 
curse, remained to pray," and resolutions approving the- 
bill were adopted. And finally, a few weeks afterwards .1 
— I don't quite remember all the circumstances which \ 
led to the result — Alderman Brady was elected Mayor ;. I 
though we all know that he made a good chief magia- , 
trate, which was the fule then, but imfortunately the eaJ- A 
c&ption since. 

In the progress of legislation that stage was reached J 
when the blanks in the bill were to be filled witb the! 
names of Commiieionei'a ; Mr. Caebigas met me at tbeJ 
residence of the Hon. Ira Harris (then in the Legisla- 
ture, and Chairman of the Committee, giving it 
earnest support) to designate the Commissioners. We had 
not previously exchanged a word on that subject. Both 4 
desired the selection of men high in character, removed 
from partisan influences, who would give themselves to^ 
the duty, without other reward than the Insury ofa 
being useful. Sitting at opposite ends of a table, we each i 
wrote such names as occurred to us, on slips of paper, and I 
then compared them. Upon my slip the following ap- ' 
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peared ; — Guuah C. Veeplawok, James Bookman, "Wil- 
MAM F, Havemetee, Robert B. MiBTiiGN, D. Cadwai- 
LADEE Golden, Andrew Caeeigan. 

Mr. Caerigan's liat contained the same names, witli 
tlie exception of his own. 

Soon after the Commission waa organized, while 
thousand of emigrants were arriving, " ship fever " ap- 
peared, and there, amidst that fearful pestilence, the Com- 
missioners were found dividing the duties of hnmanity 
and sharing the danger of disease with " Sisters of 
Charity." And here let me record an instance of re- 
ligions duty and courage, which impressed me deeply. 
I was dining with the late Archbishop ; " ship fever " 
was making fearful havoc among the emigrants in 
Quarantine. While at table a young priest came to 
announce the death of his own brother, who had been 
officiating in the " ship fever " hospital, and to solicit the 
favor of becoming that decea.sed brother's successor ! 

■But, although the Commissioners reformed many 
abuses, and contributed largely to the welfare of the 
emigrants, there were evils beyond their reach. 

The " boarding hocses,^ " ticket swindling," and 
" scalping " continued and increased. To make an end 
of these, another appeal was made to the Legislature. 
A law was passed, designating " Castle Garden " as an 
emigrant depot, requiiing all emigrant passengers to be 
landed there, under the auspices of the Commissioners, 
one of whom, John A. Kennedy, the present efficient 
Supei'intendent of Police, was designated as superin- 
tendent. And here commenced a long and bitter war- 
fare : all who lived by plundering the emigrants united 
to break over this barriei', affording, as it did, a safe and 
pleasant temporary retreat and sanctuary for the stranger. 
I say sanctuary, for you cannot have forgotten how 



impressively ihey remembered the sabbath-day, and liow 
they hallowed it with their hymns and their prayers ! 

The combination to which I refer, embracing board- 
ing-house keepers, ticket agents, baggage smashers, and 
runnera, was strong, politically and otherwise. Many 
of them had become wealthy upon their ill-gotten gains. 
The then Mayor of the city sympathized and acted with 
them. But after a long struggle they were beaten of^ 
and the emigrants found protection within the walla of 
" Castle Garden," The warfare did not however end 
here : the ticket agents transferred themselves to Europe, 
commencing and successfully carrying on their depreda- 
tions on the other side of the Atlantic. Thousands of 
emigrants anived with rail-road tickets purchased 
abroad, for which they had paid not only double and 
treble the regular fare, but upon their arrival here 
they found themselves with bogus tickets and bogus 
drafts. Innocent and unprotected girls came consigned 
to houses of prostitution. 

These infernal practices became unendurable, and the 
Commissioners decided promptly to send an agent to 
Europe. They selected Robeet Mureat, then an em- 
ployee in the Gai'den, and now U. S. Marshal, for that 
duty. Mr. MuKRAr, receiving letters from Governor 
Maecy, then Secretary of State, depai-ted, and visit- 
ing England, Ii'eland, France, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Prussia, Germany, and Holland, and by conferences with 
cabinet ministers, was enabled to break up the foreign 
ticket agencieSj " root and branch." 

Thus originated a Commission which has protected 
more than a million of emigrants, relieved the city from 
a heavy annual pecuniary burthen, conferred the comforts 
of a home and the blessings of mental, moral, and reli- 
gious instruction upon thousands of orphan emigrants. 
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while beautifying these islands with the institutions 
■whose architectural grandeur rivals those of the proudest 
cities of the Old World, And all this has been accom- 
plished by an economical and faithful use of the moneys 
conti'ibuted by the emigrants. 

In the selection of Commissioners to fill vacancies, ns 
they occurred, I also feel a great pride, the respective 
Governors, by whom they were appointed, having kindly 
received my suggestions. In the selection of Messrs. 
Caerioan, Kelly, Kennedy, Blunt, Curtiss, Morgan, 
PtTRDT, Hunt, Gumming, (fee, the character and nsefulness 
of the Board has been perpetuated. May I not therefore 
be pardoned for accepting the sentiment, which asso- 
ciates me unofficially with the Board of Emigrant Com- 
missioners ? Having devoted the best part of eight 
months, paying my own expenses, to the work of esta- 
blishing " Castle Garden " as an emigrant depot, my 
only reward was in being charged, in a widely circu- 
lating city journal (2/<^ Ti-ibune), viiih. having made a 
fortune out of the emigrants. 

In conclusion, I am sure you will indulge me in 
speaking of your venerable President, a man ripe in 
years, but riper in wisdom and virtues — a man who has 
from the beginning devoted himself ao ably, so indefati- 
gably, and so unselfishly to this good work. I have 
known Mr. VEEPLA:^fCK long and intimately. It was my 
privilege during the year that he adorned the Senate, 
and the Court for the Correction of Erroi-e, with his learn- 
ing and talents, to enjoy his society and his confidence, 
socially and politically ; and enviable indeed was the 
privilege of sitting almost daily at the feet of our lit- 
erary Gamaliel, distilling the nectar of his "conversa- 
tions " — conversations associated with the memory of 
Chtitenden, Kent, Selden, and S. J. Andrews, and 






enlivened by the presence of C. L. LrvrNGSTON, H. B. 
CtTTTTNG, Geangek, aod Clinch. 



. Mr. Weed was succeeded by Hon. Dejias Strong, 
of the State Senate, who said : 

Me. President : — I doubt that I ought speak, follow- 
ing the interesting addresses to which you all have just 
listened with so much apparent delight, and yet it ia 
with pleasure I embrace this opportunity of thanking 
you for the privilege of being here this day. 

The profound respect and esteem with which I 
regard yourself and the Department over which you 
so ably preside, are heightened by the impressive cere- 
monies of this day, and the numerous attendance of the 
greatest and most useful citizens of this State, brought 
together as they are at your request, and to celebrate 
the beginning of an Institution of your suggesting. A 
nobler object could not well be found to command the 
attendance of these distinguished men or to engage your 
efforts than this which so nearly relates to human com- 
fort and happiness. The relief of a suffering felkiw- 
creature is a laudable oliject, and when that relief is 
sought to be extended to strangers from a distant land, 
it partakes, if possible, of a atill nobler and more exalted 
character. The true greatness with which' you, Mr. 
President, have at all times contributed to the advance- 
ment of literature, and which has shed such lustre upon 
your name, will esperience no detraction by having 
associated with it the goodness of extensive blessings 
bestowed upon unfortunate fellow-creatures. 

I have listened with earnest interest to the unwritten 
history that has fallen with genuine eloquence from the 
lips of your distinguished guests — that inside view of 
men and events that is never found in books, but which 
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must be sought for on occasions like this, when party 
and person and prejudice go down before the gentler 
yet firmer pressure of a common humanity, when the 
faalta of our neighbor are forgotten and all disquietude 
13 hushed beneath the genial smile, the open hand and 
generous thought. And as I listened to the recital of 
these events and learned how great a part these great 
men played, it incited and fired in me the hope that, ere it 
was too late, I too might do something to fix my name 
imperishably upon the hearta of my fellow-men, and be 
as worthy of grateful remembrance as you and they. I 
am conscious, sir, that it is not to myself but to my official 
station that I owe the privilege of being one of your 
guests to-day. And this leads me to suppose that 
possibly some further legislation may be necessary to 
extend and perfect your sphere of usefulness. I am too 
much filled with admiration at the grand object you 
have in hand not to promise most freely every honor- 
able exertion in my powfir to second your laudable 
efibrta. It may be that the memory I so much covet 
will' be earned, partly at least, in my action in behalf of 
the humane, noble, and Christian Institution whose corner- 
stone has this day been laid with ceremonies over which 
you officiated and in which it was our privilege to par- 
ticipate. 

Without further trespassing upon your time and 
patience, I beg leave to present a toast for the purpose 
of bringing before you i)i the regular way a gentleman 
whose name has been mentioned by more than one as an 
actor in those scenes and events out of which grew thia 
beneficent Institution ; and I beg leave to do this, so 
that we may draw from his own lips some account of 
those interesting events — those inside views, with which 
his long and well-approved public life ia so fully freighted. 



I give yon, The health and prosperity of the Honor- 
able Elijah F. Purdy. 

Mr. PuEDT responded in a few appropriate remarks, 
and was followed by Hon. Martin F. Kaxbfleisoh, who 
gave the health of William H. Bogart, Esq. Thit gen- 
tleman being called on, answered thug : 

Mb. Peesideht : — The gentleman (Mr, Kalbfleibch) 
who has so well filled the high places of the Chief Ma- 
gistracy of his city (Brooklyn), and the repreeentation 
in Congress of one of its districts, honors me indeed, 
in suggesting that I should address you this evening. 
I think it has been from his pleasant thought that we 
should both of na represent here the nation of our 
ancestors ; some of whose people find their way to your 
care. It is a grateful duty to both of us, for we can ask 
your Commission if they have not found the emigrant 
irom the Netherlands patient, kindly, simple-hearted, 
obedient to regulation, accepting your good offices grate- 
fully, and passing to quiet toil as quiet men. He is 
accustomed to work, even if he does not do his work 
very rapidly. It is a labor for all life to keep his coun- 
try above the sea, and he knows what it is to struggle to 
keep his head above water. It woald be a joyous pur- 
pose for my honorable friend and myself to talk about 
the Old Land. As true men, we should point you to her 
centmies of a love of learning and a fight for freedom. 

But, sir, a broader duty than to minister to the 
HbUander only, is that which your Commission has 
taken to its energies. If it had been reserved for the 
proudest American to frame the wish for his country' shigh- 
est honor — ^highest honor, in the sense in which that word 
shall be weighed in the judgment of the Ages, it might 
not have been that battles might be won, that wealth 
might be accumulated, that learning might augment. 



but that wliieli your Commission has accomplished — that 
all over the earth it might be the fame of America that 
she welcomed, and in her welcome protected, the poor. 

And, Mr. President, grandly as you have done your 
duty, bag it not been grandly recompensed ? By some- 
thing better than wealth — for the wing of riches is fast 
and ftequent in its flight; better than knowledge, for 
that " shaU. vanish away ; " better than power, for that is 
but a breath amidst the chances and changes of thia 
mortal time. It w in (lie hles-nug of tliepoor. It is after 
the catalogue of all things opulent and gorgeous, that 
Reginald Heber says, " Dearer to God are the prayers 
of the poor." 

Sir, you are repaid beyond human compntation, when 
some poor, young, fragile giil, saved from dangers worse 
than death by your counsel and your guard, saved to a 
home of kindness and of purity, shall in her petition to 
Him who seeth not as man seeth, say, Father, have mercy 
on them as they were merciiiil to me ! 

But of this moat pleasant occasion on which we are 
gathered, how much there is which we cannot ever forget ! 
Here amidst us to-day, uttering words of beauty and of 
wisdom, causing us to forget the progress of the years 
of big valued and — we are grateful in saying it — his 
lengthened life, etands the President of the Commission — 
as if crowning in the very act his career of preeminence as 
a scholar, and as a jurist, and as a statesman. The pro- 
found opinion— the graceful fiction — the elaborate dis- 
course — the timely speech — following and blended with 
the condition and converse which we treasure in our 
memories — all this to-day, I do not want to say closed, 
but continued, by this inauguration of a new hospital for 
the emigrant. 

It is one of those incidents which deserve a page in 
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history. When I to-day saw him placing the corner- 
stone in due and just order, I was reminded of the atten- 
dance of Dr. JoHiTSON at an occasion of traffic, when he, 
in the phrases he, and only he, said so well, declared its 
higher and loftier purposes. The scholar of to-day might 
well have said that it was not the mere adjustment of a 
block of granite that we witnessed, but the type of the 
highest order of mortal mercy administering to the wants 
of weary man. 

Long shall it be before we forget all that, and illus- 
triously has this noble, institution been inaugurated. 

But, Mr. President, I see you surrounded by men of 
whose earnest good wish »nd will towards this great 
charity I have been the witness for a series of years. 
By your side, sir, is a gentleman whose counsel has 
instructed statesmen, and whose sagacity has formed a 
power in the rule of the nation which has been greater 
than title or office or place. 

Most interestingly he has told us to-night of his 
recollections of the trials and perils through which this 
Commission has passed, and I am sure we all felt, as he 
described his association with the large-hearted and kind 
purposed Andrew CAERioAisr, that the friends were true 
and strong who stood by the early hours of this good 
enterprise. 

I am glad to see here, also, gentlemen who hold and 
have held the high trust of senators of this State, for 
I know that they will carry to their public duties a 
profound conviction of the interest which all portions 
of the State possess in all that makes the path of the 
emigrant to our labor and our lands, safe and easy. 

Well, sir, the shadows of the evening — of this beautiful 
summer evening — gather over us : we must leave this festi- 
val for the colder duties, which each of us in our day has 
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before us. The hours have gone as only those in whicTi 
we find delight do move. 

There is a celebration of the laying of this comer- 
stone which shall yet be held, at which we shall not be 
guests or spectators, whose joy shall be such as that in 
which the stranger intermeddleth not. At that hour, 
no scholar shall speak, no ruler shall be present. It 
stall be in the family of the poor emigrant, weeping and 
watching with long delay, till the sick and shattered 
child or parent, over whom that Hospital with all the 
care of accumulated science has watched, when the 
stricken heart shall come back again, restored, refreshed, 
recovered, and shall meet the joyous welcome of home. 
Then shall be the memory of this day — it may not be 
of us — but I do believe, Mr, President, of yon, and 
the kind hearts who form your Commission, when this ' 
corner-stone shall be almost unseen amidst the mass of 
fabric above it, and when the building shall be ancient, 
and all of us shall have faded, except in that immor- 
tality of truth which says tliat " Blessed is he who con- 
aidereth the poor." 



The health of tbe medical staff being nest proposed. 
Dr. CAENOcnAN in response said : 

Mr, President and GtESTLEMEN : — In the name of 
my colleagues, I thank you for the kind manner in 
which you have received the toast just given. My col- 
league, the Physician in chief, I regret to say, is absent 
fi'om illness ; otherwise, I am sure he would have been 
gratified to " have acknowledged, in more appropriate 
words than I can at present command, the courteous 
allusions just made to the medical officers and their 
services, I have been present on many interesting oc- 
casions connected with the government of the Commis- 
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sioners of Emigration, but tMs meeting- is of paramount 
import ance;^iivolving as it does the humane intention of 
affording relief and succor to the needy and unfortunate 
iiJamigrant who may land on the hospitable shores of 
America, for ages to come. We have assembled to-day, 
for the purpose of layinfg the corner-stone of a large 
Hospital in which thousands of inmates are hereafter, 
from year to year, to be admitted in order to obtain 
medical and surgical attention and relief The topo- 
graphical condition and surroundings are unusually favor- 
able for such an undertaking, but the Commissioners, in 
the selection of a site, have exercised consummate judg- 
ment, and with the aid of their distinguished architect 
have projected a design so perfect and so in accordance 
with the most approved rules recognized in the erection 
of buildings of this character, that we may reasonably 
anticipate to see rising before us, ere many months, upon 
the ground we have just been inspecting, a beautiful 
sanitary structure which will rank with the best hps- 
.pitals in the old or new world. We have all been 
delighted and instructed by the elegant and concise 
' address just delivered by Mr. Verplanck, recording the 
history of the Institutions connected with the Commis- 
sioners of Emigration, from their beginning, up to the 
present time. This discourse would have been listened 
to with admiration as an essay in the purest English, but 
it also contains much valuable information as regards the 
early records of American immigration. 

You have just heard a detailed account of the plan 
of the great Hospital of which our illustrious President 
has laid the corner-stone, and it will therefore be un- 
necessary for me to detain you further on this subject. 
I will mention merely certain general rules which ought 
to be observed in the construction of all hospitals. 
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In the erection of a hospital, either temporary, as 
mauy military hospitals iieceasarily are, or -permanent, 
aa are all civil hospitals, one of the moat important con- 
siderations is the choosing of a proper locality or site. 
The selection should be made with the view of obtaining 
pure ail", good drainage, dry foundation, freedom from 
noiae, commodious grounds, exemption from miasmatic 
influences and the presence of poisonous gases emanating 
from manufactui-ing establishments— their refuse or the 
decomposition of garbage and vegetable substances, ema- 
nations arising from the waste material of slaughter 
houses, of cess-pools, or grave-yards, and mephitic exhap 
lations. No hospital should be erected near to or 
surrounded by fresh water, such as creeks, ponds, rivers 
or lakes, on account of the malaria certain to arise in 
such places. The senses may not be able to recognize 
the subtle poison, but wet meadows and either fresh or 
salt-water marshes, when under the influence of a burn- 
ing sun, are sure to send forth their evil or deadly eflects, 
A hospital built in a malarious district could not be 
expected to show favorable statistics of recoveries, how- 
ever much attention might be given to its hygienic 
management, or however skilled and scientific might be 
the attending physicians and surgeons. The natural 
advantages of Ward's Island for hospital purposes have 
alreaJy been proved by many years' experience, and with 
regard to the laying out of the grounds surrounding the 
hospital, the material used in its construction, the 
masonry as well jis the internal wood-work, and the 
fitting up and arrangement of the museum, library, 
closets, furniture, artificial heating and ventilation, the 
most modern imjwovements will no doubt be made use 
of to render the Institution as perfect in detail aa it ia 
now in the general design. There is a gentleman present, 
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wliosc iiaina I have Dot yet heard mentioned, upon whom 
rests the responsibility of bringing to perfection thia 
culnaiuatiog effort of the Honorable Board of State 
Commissioners. I have no doubt he will produce a 
structure worthy of the cause and of the great State of 
New York. The name of Sir Christapher Wren is iden- 
tified with St. Paul's, the fame of Michael Augelo with 
thfe dome of St. Peter's; Woolwich and Greenwich Hos- 
pitals have their architectural celebrities, and I feel sure 
that the erection of the gj*eat hospital which baa to-day 
been inaugurated will shed lustre upon the name of its 



I propose the health of oar chief architect, Mr. Ritoh. 



In reply, Mr. Eitcii said : 

Me. PEEsroENT AND GrEH'TLEMEN ;— I retum you my 
most sincere thanks for the complimentary manner in 
which my name bas been alluded to to-day, as architect 
for your new Emigrant Hospital. 

Public buildings, in every country, are justly regarded 
as the land marks, or mile-stones, by which the road to 
civilization is computed. Such being a fact, gentlemen, 
it gives me pleasure to state that, since I have been en- 
gaged by your Commission, I have ])een left eutii-ely to 
my own resources, and not trammelled in any way what- 
ever ; and to-doy we have laid the corner-stone of a 
building which, when completed, may justly be reckon- 
ed amongst the first hospitals in the world, for the pur- 
poses for which it is designed. This action on youj' part, 
gentlemen, will aUo he hailed by my profession, as a 
marked effort to break down that foolish idea which i3 
too far the prevailing policy of some of our community, 
that the professional services of an architect are in a 
great measure entirely superfluous. Such an idea, I am 



sorry to say, has been, and is, the cause of foisting on 
the community at large such piles of stone, brick, and 
wood, called public institutious, as can be seen through- 
out the length and breadth of our country, violating all 
the laws of ventilation, comfort, convenience, and fitness 
for the pui-poses for which they are designed. But there 
is a future before us full of hope and promise ; and we 
will yet execute great works of art and utility. We 
have already erected some monumeata of engineering and 
architectural skill ; many of our public buildings and 
monuments can be refeiTed to with pride. 

The Erie Canal is a tj'iumph of engineering; the 
Central Park, with its bridges, terraces, (fee, is a work of 
art; the Croton Aqueduct is another great achievement 
of engineering skill. And in this connection allow roe to 
call your attention to the most successful performance of 
undermining in a bed of rock, and lowering the main 
pipe which supplies this great city, without cutting off 
for a moment the water. This feat, if performed in 
Europe, would have made the engineer's professional re- 
putation, and his name would be handed down to future 
generations a8 the peer of Brunei and Stephenson. 

James P, Fag an, Esq., Superintendent of Ward's 
Island, was nest called up, who proposed the health of 
Wm. E. Eobinson, Esq. In a few well-chosen words 
Mr. KoBiNSON expressed bis hearty sympathy with the 
enterprise and the occasion, and ended with a toast com- 
plimentary to Dr. KiRKWOOD. The Doctor replied as 
follows : 

Mk. Chaieman and Gentlemen : — In rising to thank 
you for the honor you have done me in drinking my 
health, I feel extreme diffidence in attempting to speak 
after hearing the fluent and eloquent manner in which 



you have been addressed by the vanous gentlemen who 
have preceded me ; who have all, without a single 
exception, demonstrated the wnrivalled gift possessed by 
Americans for public speaking, both after dinner and 
before it. Astonished and pleased as I have been by the 
many eloquent and appropriate speeches of to-day, I 
must claim your indulgence for my uiability to express in 
adequate lan:^uago my high estimate of the very admi- 
rable address delivered by the learned President to-day. 
As a member of the medical profession, to whom the con- 
struction of hospitals has been always a matter of great 
interest and study, and who has had opportunities of see- 
ing many of the largest and best hospitals in Europe and 
America, the subject of Mr. Vebplanck's address was 
peculiarly attractive, enhanced tenfold by the lucid and 
comprehensive manner in which he illustrated the history 
of sanitary reforms and improvements,' and the present 
condition of hospitals both in Europe and America. I 
am happy to be able to bear testimony to the high com- 
parative condition of American hospitiik in every I'e- 
spect, and in all that relates to construction in particular, 
in accordance with the advancement, rapid as it has been, 
of sanitary science, so justly claimed by Mr. Vehplanck. 
I feel proud and happy to have been honored by an 
invitation to attend so interesting a ceremony as laying 
the corner-stone of a bnilding for the noble and philan- 
thropic purpose of giving a home and relief to the sick 
stranger seeking an asylum on your hospitable shores. 
In the name of my countrymen I thank you ; for many, 
very many of my countrymen will bless you for year 
care for his welfare, for the sons of Erin are not ungrate- 
ful. You have drunk my health as an Englishman, and 
Englishman I am in allegiance, feeling and name, but I 
am proud to say that I am an Irishman by birth and 
affection, a true son of th-3 sod. 
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Gentlemen, I return you my sincere thanks, and assure 
you I feel highly honored at being invited to " assist " 
at so memorable and interesting an occasion, but before 
I sit dowii I must beg permission from the worthy 
Chairman to propose a toast. I have observed during the 
ceremonies of the day a gentleman of indefatigable 
energy, controlling, marshalling and directing every- 
where and every one, to whom so much of this day's order 
and pleasantness is due, and to whom we ought to be 
most grateful — you doubtless know to whom I allude. 
Gentlemen, I beg leave to propose the health of Mr. 
Casserly. 

Mr. Casserly returned thanks for the compliment in 
a few words, and after briefly adverting to the unvarying 
solicitude and kindness with which the Commission had 
watched over and aided the poor and frequently friend- 
less emigrant, concluded by toasting the *' Ex-Commis- 
sioners." 

Various other speeches followed, and about 8 o'clock 
the company broke up and returned to the city. 
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Architectural DEscRipnoisr of the New State Emi- 
grant Hospital. 

The Emigrant Hospital is being erected upon Ward's 
Island, in the twelfth ward of the city of New York, by 
the Commissioners of Emigration. 

The building is built of brick, with hollow walls 
throughout, timber floors, slate roof, brown stone water- 
tables, belts, sills, and cornices, all extremely plain. 
Owing to the greatly enhanced cost of building materials 
and labor at the present time, the Commissioners of Emi- 
gration, after mature consideration, decided it would be 
improper for them to expend money for ornamentation, 
while at the same time everything should be done to 
make the building substantial and durable, and as perfect 
a hospital, in all its sanitary arrangements, as could be 
erected. 

The buildings composing the Hospital are five in 
number, arranged upon the pavilion plan, which was 
adopted several years ago upon this Island by the Com- 
missioners of Emigration, and, after many years' trial, 
has proved to be the most conducive to the restoration 
of health. 

The several buildings are connected together with 
wide corridors, combining the comforts and conveniences 
of a large building under one roof, with complete isola- 
tion of the several pavilions, thus preserving all the ad- 
vantages of separate and disconnected buildings. These 
connecting corridors are large enough to be used as sani- 
toriums for convalescent patients, and are to be furnished 
with books, papers, and other sources of amusement. 

This, hospital contains ten wards, each having a 
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